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1. Call to Order (5:01pm)

2. Land Acknowledgement

3. Approval of the Agenda
BIRT The UMGPS Council approves the agenda for the August 26,
2026, Council Meeting as presented.
Kyra/Sasha
Carried

4. Approval of the Minutes
BIRT The UMGPS Council approves the minutes for the previous
May 27%, 2026, Council Meeting as presented.
Sasha/Kyra
Carried

5. Committee Reports
1. The revised UMGPS bylaws were completed following extensive work
by the Governance and Strategy Committee and will be presented at the
Special General Meeting on September 16th, 2026.
ii. A successful by-election was held for the Vice President External Affairs
and Senator position, with Mira elected to the position.
ii1. A successful organizational audit was completed, with the results to be
presented at a future Council meeting once available.
iv. An organizational chart was completed and included in the Council
meeting package.
v. More than 50% of the Board of Directors seats have been filled, with
mandatory Board training scheduled for August 28th, 2026.
vi. UMGPS has conducted advocacy meetings with the Faculty of
Graduate Studies, Vice-Provost, UMFA, Campus Transport Office, and
Manitoba Students Inc.
vii. UMGPS continues to advocate improvements to campus transit,
including extended hours, increased bus availability, and improved routes.
viil. A partnership was established with the Financial Aid and Awards
Office to administer the UMGPS Emergency Bursary, providing increased
anonymity, accessibility, financial support, and faster turnaround times.
ix. Continued revisions to the Executive Officer Policy and Governance
and Operations Policy.
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X. A one-year plan was developed for the VP Academic Affairs and Senator
portfolio.

xi. A social media and marketing plan was developed and implementation
has begun.

xii. UMGPS partnered with the Children's Reading Circle to provide one
week of free childcare in July and August for children of graduate students.
xiii. Monthly articles were contributed to the UMGPS newsletter in
partnership with Student Support Services.

xiv. Documentation for the UMGPS Student Awards and Teaching Awards
was completed and circulated, with applications due September 15th, 2026.
xv. Collaborations were developed with Student Advocacy and Case
Management, Spiritual Care and Multi-Faith Centre, Academic Learning
Centre, and Sexual Violence Resource Centre.

xvi. UMGPS is working with Manitoba Students Inc. on potential lobbying
meetings with Manitoba Legislature and other advocacy activities.

xvii. The Equity and Inclusion Committee identified priorities including
increasing social engagement on campus and supporting newcomers,
international students, and women, particularly in science.

xviil. UMGPS is collaborating with Student Accessibility Services to
establish monthly body-doubling sessions for graduate students. The first
session is scheduled for September 17th, 2026.

xix. UMGPS is collaborating with Indigenous Student Services for
orientation and planning future initiatives for the National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation.

xX. The Equity and Inclusion Committee is developing a physical and
digital library of on- and off-campus student support resources.

xxi. UMGPS is working with the Office of Sustainability on a food rescue
initiative to distribute surplus produce to students, with plans to potentially
use the UMGPS Lounge for the initiative.

xxii. The HSGSA continued planning for the annual MSH event in
collaboration with RFHS and other organizations.

xxiii. The UMGPS Board of Representatives Election was conducted for
the Faculty of Health Sciences, with Afroza elected as representative.

xxiv. HSGSA hosted a summer event at St. Malo Beach and a FIFA World
Cup Final viewing event.
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10.
11.
12.

xxv. HSGSA successfully appointed its Director and Associate Director
and completed a transition meeting.

xxvi. Abby Odin's report was included in the Council package. His
portfolio had a successful summer with numerous well-attended events.
xxvii. Ahmed Kool's Postdoctoral Affairs report was included in the
Council package. A more detailed report will be provided regarding
Postdoctoral Association activities.

Postdoctoral Committee Report (see appendix V in council package)
Senate Report

HSGSA Report (see Appendix iii in council package)

Executive Reports

1. Mira provided a message of greetings as the newly elected Vice President
External Affairs and Senator. A more detailed report will be provided at the
next Council meeting.

ii. Continued work on governance and organizational development,
including the revised bylaws, organizational chart, Executive Officer
Policy, and Governance and Operations Policy.

i1i. Continued advocacy and relationship-building with internal and
external campus partners.

iv. Continued work on transit advocacy and graduate student concerns
regarding campus transportation.

v. Continued collaboration with Manitoba Students Inc. on student
advocacy.

vi. Continued development of partnerships with campus support services to
improve resources and programming available to graduate students.

vii. Continued development of equity, accessibility, food security, and
student support initiatives.

viii. Board of Directors recruitment has resulted in more than 50% of seats
being filled, with nominees scheduled for mandatory training.
Departmental Reports

Unfinished Business

New Business

12.1 Ratification of Vice President External Affairs and Senator By-
Election Results: The UMGPS Council discussed the Ratification of the
newly elected Vice-President External Affairs and Senator.
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MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council approves the election results
for the August 2026 by-election for the position of Vice President,
External Affairs and Senator.
Sasha/Kyra
Carried
12.2 Ratification of the 2026 UMGPS Bylaws: The UMGPS Council
discussed the ratification of the new 2026 UMGPS Bylaws.
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council ratifies the 2026 UMGPS bylaws
as presented.
Kyra/Angus
Carried
12.3 Election of Council Chair
i. The Council Chair position has historically been held by the President but
will now be opened for an independent Council member to fill the position.
ii. The Council Chair will be responsible for chairing Council meetings and
working with the President and Governance and Operations Coordinator to
establish meeting agendas.
iil. The Council Chair will also assist with managing declared conflicts of
interest.
iv. An Expression of Interest form will be circulated to Council members.
v. Expressions of interest will be presented anonymously at the next Council
meeting, after which Council will vote to elect the Council Chair.
vi. The Governance and Office Operations Coordinator will email the council
the form for those that are interested.
13. Announcements
a. Next Council Meeting
i. September 23", 2026, via Teams at 5:00pm.
b. Special General Meeting
i. September 16™, 2026, via — hybrid mode — online teams
and in person room 217 UMSU University Centre
c. Members invited to submit content for the June newsletter to:
marketing@umgps.org
14. Adjournment (5:39pm)
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UMGPS Council Meeting Attendance August 26™, 2026

Position/Department Name Signature
President and Senator Emma Heath Present
VP Academic and Laleema Senanayake Present
Senator
VP External and Senator [Mira Safa Sent Regrets|
VP Events & Clubs Abiodun Adejumo Present
VP Equity & Inclusion  [Kyra Swenson Present
VP HSGSA Ashraf Kadar Shahib Present
VP Postdoctoral Affairs  [Amit Khoul

. Sent Regrets
Association
Executive Director Willow Josephson (non-voting) Sent Regrets
Marketing & Thalia Vu (non-voting)
Communications Present
Coordinator
Governance & Office Alora Hayward (non-voting)
Operations Coordinator- Present
Takes minutes
Agric & Food Science
Agribusiness & VACANT
Agricultural Economics
Animal Science Maria Luna Mino Present
Biosystems Engineering |[Khang Duong

Present
Entomology Emmelyn Cullen (proxy Kira Peters) Present
Food & H ) . P t
00 .. uma.n Vidheesha Abeysinghe resett

Nutritional Science
Plant Science VACANT
Soil Science Aishika Dissanayake / Anushika Rathnayake Both Present
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Architecture
City Planning - UMAPS |VACANT
Interior Design VACANT
Landscape Architecture | VACANT
Arts
Economics VACANT
English, Theatre, Film &
Media VACANT
Linguistics VACANT
History VACANT
Political Studies VACANT
Psychology Nisali Muthumuni (Angus Ball proxy) Present
Comgeny VACANT
Management
Management - VACANT
MBA/MFin/MSCM
Education
Education - PhD VACANT
Education — Admin, VACANT
Foundations &
Psychology
Education — Curriculum,|[VACANT
Teaching & Learning
Engineering
Biomedical Engineering |[VACANT
Civil Engineering VACANT
Electrical mputer
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Mechanical Engineering [AHM Nazmush Sakib Present

Environment, Earth &
Resources
Environment & Nick Decker
Geography
Earth Sciences Thilini Henak Gedara Present
Natural R

e gra eOUrees Robin Blott Sent Regrets
Institute
Graduate Studies
Applied Health Sciences |Andrea Mandzuk Sent Regrets
Peace & Conflict Studies [VACANT
Kinesiology &
Recreation Mgmt.
Klnesw.logy & VACANT
Recreation Mgmt.
Science
Biological Sciences VACANT
Chemistry Danyel Ramirez Present
Mathematics VACANT
Microbiology VACANT
Physics & Astronomy  |[Katarina Hein Absent
Statistics
HSGSA Departments
HSGSA President & \Ashraf Shahib Present
Senator
Oral Biology VACANT
Bloch.emlstry & Medical VACANT
Genetics
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C ity Health ) .
qmmum yrea \Amalia Santiago Present
Sciences
quan Anatomy & Cell VACANT
Science
VACANT
Immunology
Medical Microbiology &
© 1c‘a lc.ro 10%0RY Clarissa Klenke Present
Infectious Diseases
Pathology Akaljot Grewal Present
Ph logy & . e
Artmaco .ogy Afroza Parvin / Khushali Trivedi Afroza Present
Therapeutics
Physician Assistant .
ysielan Assistan Kaitlyn MacGregor Absent
Program
Physiol
ysiology & VACANT
Pathophysiology
Nursing Daniel Rose Present
Pharmacy Sasha Kullman
Present

Rehabilitation Sciences

Mary Osunlusi / Chiemelie Onah

Chiemelie Present

Minute-Taker

Date

President

Date

The above is a true and accurate account of the proceedings of the committee. Please

inform the Governance and Office Operations Coordinator of any errors and/or

oOmissions.
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