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UMGPS Annual General Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 - 5:30 PM - Hybrid

[y

Call to Order

2. Land Acknowledgement

w

Approval of the Agenda

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves the agenda for January 28th,
2026, UMGPS Annual General Meeting as presented.

Katarina/Danyel
Carried

=

Approval of the Minutes: The minutes of December 11", 2024, UMGPS Annual General
Meeting were pre-circulated via email.
MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves the minutes of December

llth, 2024, UMGPS Annual General Meeting as presented.

Deepthi/Jamie
Carried

N

Introduction of Executive Members and Office Staff
5.1. Full Listing of Committee, Council and Board Membership for All Executives:
This listing is included as Appendix I to this meeting agenda.

6. Committee Reports

6.1. Annual General Meeting Committee Reports: These reports are included
as Appendix II in this meeting agenda.

7. Health Sciences Graduate Students' Association Report

7.1. Annual General Meeting HSGSA Report: This report is included as Appendix 11
in this meeting agenda.

oe

Senate Report

8.1. Annual General Meeting Senate Report: This report is included as Appendix IV
on this meeting agenda.

9. New Business

9.1. External Organization Affiliations:
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i.  The UMGPS is not a Member of the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS), the
Canadian Federation of Students - Services (CFS-S), or the Canadian Federation of
Students — Manitoba (CFS-MB), herein referred to as CFS/-S/-MB, and in that
regard if and when necessary, it shall dispute all statements, claims, indications and
suggestions of Membership (full or otherwise) in the CFS/-S/-MB.

ii.  The Manitoba Alliance of Post-Secondary Students (MAPSS) currently consists
of 6 student associations, UMGPS included. Currently, there is no financial cost
to the association or its membership to maintain this relationship.

iii. ~ The UMGPS will continue to represent Postdoctoral fellows at the
University of Manitoba.

iv.  The UMGPS is currently an observer member with the Canadian Alliance of Student
Associations (CASA) and the UMGPS is expected to run a referendum in February
2026 during the election period to become a full member.

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership Reaffirms the position of External
Organization stipulated in the UMGPS By-Laws at the UMGPS Annual General
Meeting as presented.

Deepthi/Katarina
Carried

10. COPE Presentation
a. Representatives from COPE Local 342 outlined their role as the union
representing UMGPS staff. Staffing levels, responsibilities, and budget proportion
were explained. Questions regarding staff inclusion and compensation categories
were addressed.
11. Member Proposal
a. Council Member Proposal: Council-authored proposal addressing governance
structure, faculty representation, and departmental funding was presented,
followed by debate from members, and can be found here:
https://www.umgps.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Member-Proposal-
Presentation.pdf
b. UMGPS Response to Member Proposal: The Chair provided context regarding:
1. Support for faculty representation on the Board
ii. Rationale for the club funding model
iii. Legal obligations under The Manitoba Corporations Act
iv. Risks of embedding fixed financial obligations in the by-laws

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves to amend Articles of
Incorporation of Number of Board of Directors from 3-12 to 3-21 at the
UMGPS Annual General Meeting as presented.

Kaitlyn/Robin
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Carried

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves to amend Bylaw Article
VII: Governance and Administration of the UMGPS Annual General Meeting
as presented.

Deepthi/Katarina

Carried

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves to amend Bylaw Article
VI: Authority of Council at the UMGPS Annual General Meeting as
presented.

Deepthi/Alejandra

Carried

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves to amend Bylaw Articles
IV: Board of Directors and VII: Governance and Administration at the
UMGPS Annual General Meeting as presented.

Emma/Deepthi

Carried

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves to amend Bylaw Article
VIII: Finance and Operations to reinstate Departmental Grant Funding at the
UMGPS Annual General Meeting as presented.

Robin/Andrew

Carried

MOTION: BIRT the UMGPS membership approves to amend Bylaw Article
VIII: Finance and Operations to reinstate Departmental Grant Funding at the
UMGPS Annual General Meeting as presented.

Badriya/Alejandra

Carried

12. Announcements
a.  UMGPS General Election: The UMGPS General Election is held each year in
the Winter Term to select the UMGPS Executives for the coming academic year.
All current graduate students at the University of Manitoba have the right to
vote and to run for any UMGPS Executive role. Further details will be sent by
the UMGPS Chief Returning Officer (CRO) directly to all graduate students
before the start of the nomination period.

b. Winter Gala: The Winter Gala, a collaboration between UMGPS and HSGSA
is held each year and will be held in March 2026.
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13. Adjournment (8:30pm)

UMGPS Annual General Meeting Attendance Council Members January 28, 2026
Position/Department Name Signature
President and Senator Timilehin (Timi) Oluwajuyitan Present
VP Academic and Lamia Mahzibin

Present

Senator
VP External and Senator [Armin Aghajani Present
VP Events & Clubs Diwan Oulai Sent Regards
VP Equity & Inclusion  |[Peggy Wu Present
VP HSGSA Ashraf Kadar Shahib Present
VP Postdoctoral Affairs  |[Nazanin Vafaei

. Present
Association
Executive Director Willow Josephson (Non-voting) Present
Marketing & Thalia Vu (Non-Voting)
Communications Present
Coordinator
Governance & Office Alora Hayward (Non-Voting)
Operations Coordinator — Present
Minute Taker
Agric & Food Science
Agribusiness & INONE
Agricultural Economics
Animal Science Tsiamaidy Tolojanahary Absent
Biosystems Engineering |Khang Duong / Faisal Ahmed Khang Present
Entomology Emmelyn Cullen Present
Food & Human
Nutritional Science NONE
Plant Science INONE
Soil Science Aishika Dissanayake / Anushika Rathnayake Both Present
Architecture
City Planning - UMAPS | Mitch Sorenson / Matt Kozicki Both Absent
Interior Design VACANT
Landscape Architecture Michael Rados Present
Arts
Economics Oluwafemi (Femi) Awopegba Present
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English, Theatre, Film &

: VACANT
Media
Linguistics Mohadeseh Rostami Samak Present
History Brie Willoughby Present
Political Studies VACANT
Psychology Dallas Murphy Absent
SO.C 1910gy & Peace Ifeanyi Absent
Criminology
Management
ﬁg}z;gl\edn;ienr};/-[ oM Pengyuan Tao / D Islam [slam Present
Education
Education - PhD VACANT
Education Admin, [VACANT
Foundations &
Psychology
Education — Curriculum, [VACANT
Teaching & Learning
Engineering
Biomedical Engineering [Khang Duong / Faisal Ahmed Both Absent
Civil Engineering VACANT
Elec_tnca? & Computer VACANT
Engineering
Mechanical Engineering [AHM Nazmush Sakib Present
Environment, Earth &
Resources
Environment & Rei Shibue Absent
Geography
Earth Sciences Djelika Sogoba Absent]
Natural Resources Kaitlyn Plastino / Robin Blott Both Present
Institute
Graduate Studies
Applied Health Sciences [Andrea Mandzuk Present

Peace & Conflict Studies

Jalal Rhaman / Sharin Fatema

Jalal Present

Kinesiology &
Recreation Mgmt.

Kinesiology &
Recreation Mgmt.

IEmma Heath / Jamie Alxiuk

Both Present
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Science
Biological Sciences Ni Ann Absent]
Chemistry Danyel Ramirez Present
Mathematics Berkant Cunnuk Absent]
Microbiology Badriya Mubashshira Present
Physics & Astronomy Katarina Hein Present
Statistics Mary Taiwo Present
HSGSA Departments
Oral Biology Manikanta Kella Absent
B1och§m1stry & Medical Marton Rohaly Present
Genetics
Cqmmumty Health Amalia Santiago Present
Sciences
quan Anatomy & Cell Taylor Orchard Present
Science

Immunology Ahmed Zhonia Absent
Med1ga1 M1c'r obiology & Clarissa Klenke Absent]
Infectious Diseases
Pathology Akaljot Grewal Absent]
Pharmaco?ogy & Afroza Parvin / Khushali Trivedi Absent]
Therapeutics
Physician Assistant Kaitlyn MacGregor Absent]
Program
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Physiology &

Pathophysiology VACANT

Nursing Daniel Rose Present
Pharmacy Sasha Kullman Present

Rehabilitation Sciences

Mary Osunlusi / Chiemelie Onah

Chiemelie Present

CUPE3909

CUPE3909 (No Vote)

Indigenous Engagement

Guests/Other Graduate
Students
Chief Returning Officer
[Non-Student Teassa McMartin / Joel Robinson / Jessica Jasso [Present
COPE 342 Representative |Raina Lyall Present
Entomology Georgia Megirian / Jacqueline Bowles / James  [All Present
Watson / Ellen Freeth / Sophia Athanas / Cecilia
Sobral / Kira Peters / Vanessa Siemens.
Engineering Liam McNally Present
Economics Mohammad Hasan / Maryam Afandak / Onome |All Present
Abolade / Shayan Haghighat Javan / Deepthi
Mohan
Sociology Khatereh Salimi Present
Interior Design Maricar Khamphavong Present
Mechanical Engineering  |Evan Evaniuk
Environmental & Nicholas Decker Present
Geography
Microbiology Shimosh Kurera / Fabian Roheden / Ola Salama [All Present
Kinesiology & Melina Kaluzny / Rebecca Franklin / Abbey All Present
Recreational Management |Storey
Physics & Astronomy Bentley Turner / Brock Klippenstein Both Present
Human Anatomy & Cell  [Sanjana Grover / Suraj Shaji Both Present
Division
Physiology & Leena Saleth / Mary Obiechina Ifeakandu Present
Pathophysiology
Peace & Conflict Studies |Jalal Rahman Present
Medical Microbiology &  |Elise Gork Present
Infectious Diseases
Immunology Rowan Shwaluk Present
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Chemistry Keighlynn Veilleux / Jose Garate / Andrea All Present
Minutti-Simoni
Biosystems Engineering  [Uche Nwankwo Present
[Natural Resource Institute |Alejandra Diabb / Tao Zhang Both Present
INRI Environment Andres Amaris Present
Management
Soil Science Charitha Hansima Present
Psychology Jordanna Smith Present
Applied Health Sciences  [Ganesh Tailor / Elena Broeckelmann Present
Linguistics Niaz Tishehgaran / Laura Ford Present
Food Science Chamali Kodikara Present
Mathematics Homer Franz De Vera Present
Civil Engineering Boluwatife Akintola Present
History Jayson Gislason Present
Education Tamam Youssouf Present
Biosciences Vinuri Mendis Present

Minute-Taker Date

President Date

The above is a true and accurate account of the proceedings of the committee. Please inform

the Governance and Office Operations Coordinator of any errors and/or omissions.
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