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University of Manitoba Graduate and Postdoctoral Society Special General Meeting
Minutes
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 — 5:00 PM Hybrid via Teams

1. Call to Order (5:16 pm)

2. Land Acknowledgement

3. Approval of Agenda
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS approves the agenda for the meeting as presented on
September 16, 2026
Ganesh/Kyra
Carried

4. Unfinished Business

5. New Business
5.1 Adoption of New UMGPS Bylaws: President Emma H. introduced a motion to
adopt the new UMGPS Bylaws, revised and edited by the Governance and Strategy
Committee over the course of the past four months.
MOTION BIRT: That the University of Manitoba Graduate & Postdoctoral Society
(UMGPS) formally adopts and approves the revised Bylaws as presented to the
membership on September 16, 2026, and that the newly adopted Bylaws shall come
into full force and effect as of September 16, 2026.
WHEREAS the UMGPS has undertaken a review and revision of its governing
Bylaws to ensure that they appropriately reflect the organization’s current
governance structure, operations, responsibilities, and objectives; and
WHEREAS the proposed revised Bylaws have been presented to the membership
for consideration and approval; and
WHEREAS the adoption of clear and current Bylaws is necessary to establish an
effective framework for the governance, administration, and operation of the
UMGPS; and
WHEREAS the proposed revised Bylaws have been approved by the UMGPS
Governance and Strategy Committee;
THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT the UMGPS hereby approves and
adopts the revised Bylaws as presented on September 16, 2026; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the revised Bylaws shall become the official
governing Bylaws of the UMGPS and shall take effect in their entirety on
September 16, 2026; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT upon their effective date, the newly adopted
Bylaws shall supersede and replace any previous version of the UMGPS Bylaws, to
the extent applicable; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the appropriate officers and representatives
of the UMGPS are authorized and directed to maintain the approved Bylaws as part
of the organization’s official records and to take any administrative steps necessary
to implement and give effect to their provisions.
Kyra/Tana
Carried
5.2 Approval of the Slate of Board of Directors: President Emma H. introduced the motion to
approve the slate of nominees for the newly established Board of Directors for UMGPS.
The new bylaws establish a representative structure in which each faculty is entitled to one
representative on the Board. At the time of the meeting, 9 of 13 available faculty seats had been
filled.
The proposed resolution provided that:
e The presented slate of nominees be approved as members of the UMGPS Board of
Directors.
e Appointed directors serve two-year terms ending April 30, 2028, subject to the UMGPS
bylaws.
o Directors fulfill the duties, responsibilities, and fiduciary obligations associated with their
positions.
o UMGPS officers record the appointments in the organization's official records and
undertake any necessary administrative measures.
MOTION BIRT: That the University of Manitoba Graduate & Postdoctoral Society
(UMGPS) approves the presented slate of nominees to serve as members of the Board of
Directors, effective upon approval on September 16, 2026, with each appointed Board
member serving a two-year term ending April 30, 2028, subject to the provisions of the
UMGPS Bylaws.
WHEREAS the UMGPS is committed to maintaining an effective, representative, and
accountable Board of Directors to oversee the affairs and governance of the
organization; and
WHEREAS a slate of qualified nominees has been presented to the membership for
consideration and approval; and
WHEREAS the appointment of the Board of Directors is necessary to ensure continuity
of governance, leadership, oversight, and effective administration of the affairs of the
UMGPS; and
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WHEREAS the newly adopted UMGPS Bylaws establish the governance framework
under which members of the Board of Directors shall serve;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the UMGPS hereby approves the slate of nominees for the
Board of Directors as presented to the membership on September 16, 2026; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the approved nominees shall constitute the
Board of Directors of the UMGPS in accordance with the newly adopted Bylaws and
any applicable organizational requirements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT each approved Board member shall serve a two-
year term, commencing upon their approval and appointment and continuing until
April 30, 2028, unless their position becomes vacant earlier in accordance with the
UMGPS Bylaws or applicable governing requirements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT during their respective terms, members of the
Board of Directors shall carry out the duties, responsibilities, and fiduciary obligations
associated with their positions and shall act in accordance with the UMGPS Bylaws,
policies, resolutions, and applicable requirements governing the organization; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the appropriate officers of the UMGPS are
authorized to record the appointments in the official corporate and organizational
records and to undertake any administrative measures necessary to give effect to this
resolution.

Kyra/Tana

Carried

Abstentions: 2.

6. Question Period: President Emma H. addressed two questions and one statement submitted
by graduate students in advance.

6.1 Departmental Graduate Student Association (DGSA) Funding

Question: How will funding for departmental graduate student associations be allocated this
year?

President Emma H. explained that:

o DGSA ratification will open on September 17, 2026.
e DGSAs must submit a letter to the UMGPS Office signed by their department head.
e The letter must identify:
o The number of graduate students currently enrolled in the department;
o The name of the DGSA; and
o Confirmation that the department officially recognizes the DGSA.
e DGSAs must also indicate how they wish to receive their payments.
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e The normal September 30 deadline has been extended to October 9, 2026, due to the
timing of the Special General Meeting and adoption of the new bylaws.

e $30,000 has been allocated for departmental grants for the year.

e The funding will be distributed in two equal installments of $15,000, one in the fall and
one in the winter.

e Each installment will be allocated on a per-student basis among eligible DGSAs that
submit the required documentation by the applicable deadline.

6.2 Conference Grant Administration

Question/Statement: A request was made for UMGPS to resume administering conference
grants independently rather than jointly with the Faculty of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral
Studies (FGPS).

President Emma H. stated that returning conference grant administration to UMGPS is a long-
term organizational goal, but that UMGPS does not currently have the administrative capacity to
administer the program independently.

President Emma H. explained that the partnership with FGPS currently provides:

o Faster processing times;

e More consistent administrative support;

o Fewer administrative errors;

e QGreater overall financial support; and

o The ability to provide conference funding to more students.

President Emma H. noted that independently administering the program would likely require
additional staffing and funding, potentially resulting in increased student fees.

President Emma H. invited students who have experienced negative impacts on student
autonomy or access to conference funding to provide feedback to UMGPS.

6.3 Statement Regarding the Bylaws

e A statement submitted by a student read: “exploiting the bylaws.”

e President Emma H. noted that the statement did not include an accompanying question or
explanation. UMGPS staff attempted to follow up with the student but did not receive a
response. No further discussion took place.

6.4 Question Regarding Conference/Travel Award Eligibility

e A graduate student asked whether students who have completed their degree
requirements but have not yet convocated or are no longer registered for the semester are
eligible for the joint UMGPS/FGPS Travel Award.

o President Emma H. explained that the joint travel award is currently available
only to currently registered students, and that this was also the eligibility
requirement when UMGPS administered the award independently.
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o President Emma H. also noted that the Faculty of Kinesiology Conference Award
may have different eligibility requirements and may be available to students who
have completed their degree programs.

= She further agreed to raise the issue with FGPS at an upcoming meeting
and explore whether eligibility for students who have completed their
programs but have not yet convocated could be reconsidered.
7. Announcements

7.1 Executive Director Staffing Change: President Emma H. announced that longtime
UMGPS Executive Director Willow Josephson resigned effective September 4, 2026.

i. UMGPS has established a hiring committee consisting of UMGPS executives,
HSGSA executives, graduate students-at-large, and Board members.

ii. Applications for the position have been received and reviewed, with interviews
expected to begin the following week. UMGPS aims to have a new Executive
Director begin in October 2026.

7.2 UMGPS Event Space: The UMGPS now independently administers the GPS Events
Space (previously GSA Lounge) rather than administering it through Conference and
Catering. The space is also available for rental by non-graduate-student groups,
providing an additional source of revenue for UMGPS.

1. Graduate students may reserve the UMGPS event space in Room 217, UMSU
University Centre, free of charge.

11.  Reservations must be made with the Governance and Office Operations

Coordinator at least seven days in advance.
iii.  The space is available for activities including group meetings, lab meetings,
and social events.
i.  Next Council Meeting: September 23", 2026, 5:00 via Teams.
ii.  Next Annual General Meeting: TBD*
iii.  Next Board Meeting: TBD*
8 Adjournment (5:41pm)


mailto:governance@umgps.org
mailto:governance@umgps.org

