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Call to Order (5:01pm)

Land Acknowledgement

Approval of the Agenda

BIRT The UMGPS Council approves the agenda for the May 27%, 2026,

Council Meeting as presented.

Jamie/Robin

Carried

Approval of the Minutes

BIRT The UMGPS Council approves the minutes for the previous April 22",

2026, Council Meeting as presented.

Amalia/Alkajot

Carried

Committee Reports

i.  Primary summer priority is completion of revised bylaws and governance documents, with a
target Special General Meeting (SGM) in late August or September for bylaw ratification.

ii. New executive reporting template is implemented to standardize monthly reporting.

iii. Supplementary funding applications developed to align with the revised departmental grant
structure.

iv. Board of Directors recruitment package distributed to faculties, graduate program chairs, and
departmental GSAs.

v. Governance documents updated, including:
a. Elections and Referendum Policy
b. Executive Code of Conduct
c. Council Code of Conduct
d. Board of Directors Code of Conduct

vi. Annual budget finalized for Council consideration.

Postdoctoral Committee Report

Senate Report (see Appendix V in Council package)

HSGSA Report

i Planning activities for the Manitoba Health Research Forum.

i1 Draft HSGSA budget was completed and forwarded to HSGSA Council.

UMGPS Council Meeting Minutes for May 27" 2026.



221 UMSU University Centre

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA University of Manitoba

GRADUATE & POSTDOCTORAL Winnipeg, MB R3T 2N2
SOCIETY 204 474-9181

LT M G P S governance@umgps.org

WWW.umgps.org

iii Collaborative event planning underway with UMGPS and Bannatyne-based
organizations.
iv Executive performance review meetings completed within HSGSA.
9. Executive Reports
i.  Focused on role familiarization and committee outreach.

ii. Efforts underway to establish the Academic Affairs Committee.

iii. Contact initiated with internal and external committees.

iv. UMGPS connected with an emerging Manitoba-wide student advocacy initiative.
v. Planning discussions held regarding future Academic Affairs initiatives.

vi. Facilitated an executive and staff retreat focused on role clarification, team development, and
organizational culture.

vii. New communication expectations established emphasizing professional communication
through email and phone.

viii.  Equity and Inclusion Committee held its first meeting with full attendance.
ix. Committee approved planning for a Pride event in June.

x. Exploring collaboration with Student Accessibility Services regarding body-doubling and
productivity support initiatives.

xi. Additional concerns raised regarding campus navigation and accessibility resources.

xii. Completed onboarding and role familiarization.

xiii.  Participated in executive planning and strategic discussions.

xiv.  Supporting planning of the Pride event.

xv. Ongoing discussions with campus partners and executives regarding future programming.

10. Departmental Reports

11. Unfinished Business

12. New Business
12.1 Budget for the 2026/2027 Academic Year
1. Pat Martens of Plains Edge Financials discussed the budget for the 2026/2027
academic year.
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MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council adopts the budget presented with the
condition of quarterly financial reports throughout the year.
Peace/Daniel
Carried.
12.2 Elections & Referendum Policy
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council approves the changes made to the
Elections & Referendum Policy as presented.
Executives/Peace
Carried
12.3 Referendum Fee Questions
i Manitoba Student News Fee
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council adopts the wording and the ability to
ask a question for the Manitoban Student News Fee as presented
failed
it UM FM Radio Fee
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council adopts the wording and the ability to
ask a question for the UMFM Radio Fund Fee as presented.
failed
ii1 UM Recycling and Environmental Group Fee
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council adopts the wording and the ability to
ask a question for the UM Recycling and Environmental Group Fee as
presented.
failed
iv. WUSC Fee
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council adopts the wording and the ability to
ask a question for the WUSC Fee as presented.
Executives/Robin
Carried
v World Wise fee
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council adopts the wording and the ability to
ask a question for the World WISE Fee as presented.
Executive/Peace
Carried

vi Engineer Without Borders Fee
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MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council adopts the wording and the ability to
ask a question for the Engineers Without Borders Fee as presented.
failed
12.4 Chief Returning Officer (CRO) Approval
MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council appoints Chamali Kodikara as Chief
Returning Officer (CRO) for the year 2026/2027.
Executives/Jamie
Carried
12.5 Mission and Vision Statements
Vision: An engaged, supported graduate student community where everyone
belongs.

Mission:
UMGPS advocates for graduate student needs through transparent and accountable
procedures, equitable funding distribution, and inclusive community programming.

MOTION: BIRT The UMGPS Council approves the Mission and Vision statements
as presented.
Executives/Amalia
Carried
13. Announcements

a. Next Council Meeting

i. Wednesday, August 26", 2026 — 5:00PM — Online Teams
b. Members invited to submit content for the June newsletter to
marketing@umgps.org

14. Adjournment (7:02pm)
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UMGPS Council Meeting Attendance May 27", 2026

Position/Department Name Signature
President and Senator Emma Heath Present
VP Academic and Laleema Senanayake Present
Senator
VP External and Senator [Lamia Mahzabin Absent
VP Events & Clubs Abiodun Adejumo Present
VP Equity & Inclusion  [Kyra Swenson Present
VP HSGSA Ashraf Kadar Shahib Present
VP Postdoctoral Affairs [TBD*
Association
Executive Director 'Willow Josephson (Non-voting) Present
Marketing & Thalia Vu (Non-Voting)
Communications Present
Coordinator
Governance & Office Alora Hayward (Non-Voting)
Operations Coordinator- Present
Takes minutes
Agric & Food Science
Agribusiness & INONE
Agricultural Economics
Animal Science Tsiamaidy Tolojanahary Present
Biosystems Engineering |Khang Duong / Faisal Ahmed
Khang Present
Entomology Emmelyn Cullen Present
F ooq & Huma.n VACANT
Nutritional Science
Plant Science VACANT
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Soil Science Aishika Dissanayake / Anushika Rathnayake Both Present
Architecture

City Planning - UMAPS | Mitch Sorenson / Matt Kozicki Both Absent
Interior Design VACANT

Landscape Architecture | Michael Rados Absent
Arts

Economics Oluwafemi (Femi) Awopegba Present

English, Theatre, Film &

Media VACANT

Linguistics VACANT

History Brie Willoughby Sent Regrets
Political Studies VACANT

Psychology Dallas Murphy (4ngus Ball Proxy) Present

(Sjcr)icrfilr?(i}(;:; Peace Ifeanyi Present

Management

Management - 'Vacant

MBAMFn/MSCM ) Sent Regrets
Education

Education - PhD VACANT

Education — Admin, VACANT

Foundations &

Psychology

Education — Curriculum,|VACANT

Teaching & Learning

Engineering

Biomedical Engineering |[Khang Duong Khang Present

Civil Engineering VACANT
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Electrical & Computer
Engineering

VACANT

Mechanical Engineering

AHM Nazmush Sakib

Present
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Environment, Earth &
Resources
Envi t& R

fvironmen Rei Shibue Sent Regrets
Geography
Earth Sciences Djelika Sogoba Present

1R

Natgra esoutees Kaitlyn Plastino / Robin Blott Robin Present
Institute
Graduate Studies
Applied Health Sciences |[Andrea Mandzuk Sent Regrets|
Peace & Conflict Studies Jalal Rhaman / Sharin Fatema Sharin Present
Kinesiology &
Recreation Mgmt.
Kinesiol

1nes1o. ogy & Jamie Alxiuk Present
Recreation Mgmt.
Science
Biological Sciences Elizabeth Patterson (BSGSA President) Absent
Chemistry Danyel Ramirez Present
Mathematics Berkant Cunnuk Absent
Microbiology Badriya Absent
Physics & Astronomy  [Katarina Hein Absent
Statistics Mary Taiwo Present
HSGSA Departments
HSGSA President & Ashraf Shahib Present
Senator
HSGSA VP Internal Deanne Nixie Miao Absent
Oral Biology Manikanta Kella Present
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Biochemistry & Medical
¢ .emls Y cHC Marton Rohaly Sent Regrets
Genetics
C ity Health ) .
qmmunl yHea Amalia Santiago Present
Sciences
H Anat & Cell
u.man natomy © Taylor Orchard Absent
Science
Rowan Schulk
Immunology Present
Medical Microbiol
© 1c‘a 1c.ro iology & Clarissa Klenke Present
Infectious Diseases
Pathology Akaljot Grewal Present
Ph 1
artnaco .ogy & Afroza Parvin / Khushali Trivedi Afroza Present
Therapeutics
Physician Assistant .
ysielan Assistan Kaitlyn MacGregor Absent
Program
Physiol
ysiology & VACANT
Pathophysiology
Nursing Daniel Rose Present
Pharmacy Sasha Kullman
Present
Rehabilitation Sciences [Mary Osunlusi / Chiemelie Onah . .
Chiemelie Present
Guests
Minute-Taker Date
President Date

The above is a true and accurate account of the proceedings of the committee. Please
inform the Governance and Office Operations Coordinator of any errors and/or
Omissions.
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